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PRINCIPAL News & Announcements 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
At our Open House this Wednesday many prospective families filled our halls.  I spoke to a number of 
them and they showered our school and your children with unending praise and compliments.   
One family said, “This school is different from where my daughter currently attends.” and that,  
“You can feel the energy in the building.”  I told them that I agree!  St. Benedict students, staff, and 
families are truly special and fully dedicated to the mission of Catholic Education.  Thank you to all of you 
for making this a memorable Catholic Schools Week.   
 
The week kicked off on Saturday evening with a beautiful Mass celebrated by Father JM where our 
teachers and students were highlighted.  Sunday was our Polar Plunge in Sea Bright.  Mrs. Guido, Mrs. 
Mackin, Mrs. Cannizzo, Mrs. Tuttle, Mrs. Sakoutis, Mrs. Gallagher, and I led a group of students and 
parents into the frigid Atlantic Ocean.  It took a while to warm up, but SBS raised over $13,000 for the 
PTA.  Special thanks to Mrs. Tracey Boone and the rest of the PTA for their hard work and diligence. 
 
The week was full of fun activities and guest speakers and culminated with our Pep Rally on Friday.  On 
Tuesday, we inducted our first 15 members into the Junior National Honor Society.  These talented young 
men and women displayed the characteristics of scholarship, service, citizenship, leadership, and 
character.  Congratulations to all of the inductees and their families!  
 
I wanted to offer my sincere thanks to Mr. Cognat and the maintenance staff for the hours they have put 
in to make repairs and prepare St. Benedict for the upcoming Open Houses.  The facility looks amazing. 
Mrs. Delgado has been preparing the bulletin boards and painting for this week’s visitors.  Our campus is 
second to none.   
 
Please keep sending families our way.  Keep in mind our incentive program.  Any new family you refer to 
SBS who registers will earn you a $500 tuition credit for the 2020-2021 school year.   
 
Any current SBS family who has a younger child looking to enroll for the 2020-2021 school year may 
register now.  All registration documents can be found on the school website under the “Admissions” tab. 
As an incentive, the $250 registration fee will be waived for any family who registers during Catholic 
Schools Week, Monday, January 27th through Saturday, February 1st.  
 
Finally, we made an exciting announcement this week.  During this summer we will be offering Camp 
Explore on the St. Benedict campus.  This unique experience will be for three- to five-year olds and provide 
an educational and fun experience.  We are very excited about this new program and space is filling up 
fast.  Please check our website or call with any questions. 
 
Again, PLEASE encourage anyone you know to attend our upcoming Open Houses or call to schedule a 
tour.  We are still in need of parent volunteers to assist with providing  tours.  You are our greatest 
ambassadors. Please consider helping if you can.  Any amount of time you can give is greatly 

 



 

appreciated.  Click here to sign up.  Finally, follow us on all social media outlets using the hashtag 
#stbens4life to stay up to date with all St. Benedict School.   
 
All the Best,  
Kevin Donahue 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

FILING FOR DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR 2020-2021 

The Tuition Assistance Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be available on November 1, 
2019.  You will be able to access the application through the link on the SBS website under 
PARENTS - FINANCIAL INFORMATION - FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
The application is open on 11/1/19. 
The Round 1 Deadline is 2/21/20. 
The Round 2 Deadline is 5/15/20. 
  
For additional information, please see the attached flyer.  It is also posted in the Weekly Packet. 

● YEARBOOK - ATTENTION 8TH GRADE PARENTS! 
Please upload pictures of students throughout their time at SBS! 
Please visit https://images.jostens.com/upload.jsp  user ID 414603680.    
All submitted photos should be in by February 1.  We are also in need of group photographs 
from your First Holy Communion!  Please limit the number of photos to no more than twenty 
photos.  
Additionally, every student must submit a Baby Photo.  These can be uploaded the same way. 
(If you cannot upload, baby pics will be accepted care of Ms. Oswick.  Photos will be scanned and 
returned).  Baby Photos are also due by February 1.  See flyer in weekly packet.   
Thanks!  Ms. Oswick 

● REBEL RACK 
The Rebel Rack has been restocked with various items based on request.  This includes Youth 
Medium, Youth Large, and Adult XL sweatpants, Youth Small Navy Long Sleeved T-Shirts, Adult XL 
Navy Crewnecks (no hood), Adult Large Grey Hoodies, Adult XXL Navy (Full Logo) and Adult XXL 
(Over Heart Logo) Hoodies.  There is also a limited supply of full zippered sweat jackets available 
for purchase for $25 (Sizes Adult Small, Medium, Large).  Please fill out order form and send in 
with payment or stop in to shop on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday during store hours from 
1:45-2:45 pm.  For the Rebel Rack Order Form, click here.  

● OPEN HOUSE REMINDER 
Our annual Open House for current and new families, will be held on our campus on Saturday, 
February 1st from 10 am until 2 pm for new families.   
We are still looking for volunteers to assist with tours.  Volunteers can sign up here: 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/openhousevolunteer.   

● LOST AND FOUND Please make an effort to check our Lost and Found if your child is missing any 
coats, jackets, sweaters, etc.  The Lost and Found in the Uniform Swap is overflowing and we will 
be donating the items in two weeks if the clothing remains unclaimed.  

Class News 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Throughout this past week, SBS held numerous activities and events to showcase our school and passion 
for Catholic School education.  From SBS alumni special guest speakers, to staff vs. students volleyball 
games, to crazy hair and accessories, to spirit day, all culminating in an awesome pep rally, St. Benedict 
School truly demonstrates that we have it all.  Be sure to check our website home page for photo albums 
of the week’s events. https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org 
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NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY (NJHS) 
Congratulations to our inaugural St. Benedict School students inducted into the SBS Rebels Chapter of the 
National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) at our Inaugural Induction Ceremony held on Tuesday evening. 
NJHS elevates a school's commitment to the values of scholarship, service, leadership, character, and 
citizenship.  Excellent job to our first student members of NJHS and for setting a strong precedent for our 
future SBS classes. 
 

 
 
THIRD GRADE 
The third graders researched countries around the world.  They designed travel briefcases to put the 
information in, and made a popular food enjoyed in their country.  They were able to enjoy these foods at 
an International Food Fest on Wednesday.  It was a fun and delicious time had by all! 

 
 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE 
Mrs. Tuttle moderated the annual National Geography Bee throughout this past week.  The students were 
impressive with their extensive knowledge.  Many rounds were held to get to the finalists.  Here’s a picture 
below of the SBS National Geography Bee winners.  Congratulations to the First Place Winner, Jake 
Visone! 

 



 

 
SUMMER CAMP - CAMP EXPLORE 
Camp Explore at St. Benedict School is created specifically for 3, 4, and 5 year-old children who have not 
yet entered kindergarten.  Our focus is to allow our young learners to grow academically and socially in a 
fun and engaging environment.  Campers will enjoy indoor and outdoor experiences designed to engage 
their natural curiosity, expand their academic skills through interdisciplinary exploration, and most 
importantly, have fun!  Camp Explore at SBS believes that our youngest children learn best when they are 
fully engaged in hands-on and minds-on investigations and experiences.  We also believe that play is a 
key component to early development and enables our campers to develop to their highest potential. 

 
Camp Explore is 9 full weeks of themed-activities from 9am-3pm.  There is complimentary early drop off 
beginning at 8am; early day care beginning at 7am and extended day care until 6pm are available for an 
additional fee.  Snack is provided daily with a weekly ice cream treat on Thursdays.  We feature 
air-conditioned indoor facilities including a play area for rainy days!  Plus, our campers can enjoy a Great 
Outdoor Learning Center and Natural Playscape.  Programming includes weekly field trips or visiting 
programs, art, music, physical education, STEM, language arts integration, and a Kindergarten Readiness 
Track for campers entering kindergarten in September. 

 
Weekly rate is $300 per camper.  Registration fee of $25 per family.  Register by March 15 and receive an 
early bird discount.  Sibling and Multi-Week Discounts available, but cannot be combined.  Call 
732-264-5578 or visit https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/campexplore to pre-register.  
 

Parent Associations and Club News 
 

ARTS ASSOCIATION 
Super Bowl Bake Sale after all Masses this weekend! 
 
Our annual Drama Club Super Bowl weekend bake sale will be held in the 
Gathering Space of the church after all the Masses this weekend. 
 
If you love to bake and would like to donate something, please bring it to 
the Gathering Space between 4:30-5:30 on Saturday night or anytime on 
Sunday morning (first Mass is 8:00 am).  We welcome all donations! 
 
Some suggestions include: cookies, brownies, cakes, pies, scones, crumb 
cake, loaf breads, chocolate covered pretzels, or any other favorite items. 
If you would like to buy something or put a bag of chips and salsa together 
(or anything you would bring to a Super Bowl gathering) we would 
appreciate that too!!  Thank you in advance!  Enjoy the game and the 
goodies! 
 
BOWLING LEAGUE 
There will be no bowling next Friday, February 7th. 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Saturday, 2/1 
SBS Open House  
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
Monday, 2/3 
Drama Club 
2:15 - 5:00 pm in Gym 
 
Tuesday, 2/4 
Grade 8 Graduation Photo 
ReTakes 
 
Mini Drama Club 
2:15 - 3:15 pm in 
MakerSpace  
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GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
Email: grace@stbenedictnj.org 
 
LET’S GLOW CRAZY PARTY 
Join us for a fun night of dancing and fun under black lights.  This is a 
drop-off event.  Parents can enjoy this time as they wish.  Sign-in and 
sign-out will be required inside the school building.  Click Here for flyer and 
to register.  DEADLINE is February 1st.  

Open to students in grades K-8 
Saturday, February 22, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 

For families with multiple children, the price for the first ticket is $20.  The 
cost for each additional sibling is $15.  
T-shirts are available in Youth and Adult sizes.  Please indicate “ADULT” 
and size needed on your form.  
 
Any questions, please contact Lisa Spinellio at 
spinellop1@stbenedictnj.org. 

 
PTA 
The Polar Plunge was Sunday January 26 and it was 
such a great day.  SBS school spirit was strong and 
we raised a lot of money for our school.  The final 
totals and winners will be announced soon.  A huge 
"Thank You" goes out to Tracy Boone for making 
sure this was an amazing event.  Also, thank you to 
anyone who donated, got donations or just cheered 

on the plungers. Go Rebels! 
 
The Gentleman & Young Ladies Dance is tonight at Jacques.  We can't 
wait to see all of the beautiful dresses worn by the young ladies of SBS. 
The Ladies & Young Gentlemen Dance will be Friday, February 7 at 
Reception Center at St. Clement. 
 
There will be a PTA meeting on Thursday, February 6 at 6:30 pm in the 
FAL Room #4.  Please come to talk about plans for our upcoming gift 
auction as well as more information from the PTA. 
 
Please join us on March 13 as we "Sparkle with the Ladies".  Our gift 
auction will take place at Piazza di Roma at 7 pm.  Your $50 ticket will 
include exceptional food and a welcome pack of gift auction tickets.  A 
cash bar will also be available.   
 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/St.BenedictsLadiesNightOut 
 
We are in need of donations.  Please ask around at local businesses or 
friends/family that you think could help us out.  We would really appreciate 
it.  Let's make this a ladies night out to remember!  For more information, 
contact sperdutop1@stbenedictnj.org. 
 
GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
Email: grace@stbenedictnj.org 
 
LET’S GLOW CRAZY PARTY 
Join us for a fun night of dancing and fun under black lights.  This is a 
drop-off event.  Parents can enjoy this time as they wish.  Sign-in and 

STEM Foundations of 
Coding 
3:00 - 4:30 pm 
Grades 3-5 
 
Wednesday, 2/5 
Global Day of Play 
Grades PreK - 3 
See your Teacher Pages for 
more specific information. 
 
Mission Club Meeting 
2:15 - 3:15pm in KA 
Homeroom 
 
School Choir 
2:15 - 3:15 pm in Music 
Room 
 
Thursday, 2/6 
Yearbook Meeting 
2:15 - 3:30 pm in 6B 
Homeroom 
 
Friday, 2/7 
NO Bowling today 
 
Talent Show Dress 
Rehearsal 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Lloyd Road Elementary 
School, 401 Lloyd Rd, 
Matawan 
 
CANCELLED: 
SBS Bowling League 
3:45 - 5:00 pm 
Strathmore Lanes, 
Aberdeen 
 
Ladies & Young Gentlemen 
Dance 
6:00 - 9:00 pm 
Reception Center at St. 
Clement, Matawan 
 
Saturday, 2/8 
St. Benedict Revue Talent 
Show 
7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Lloyd Road School 
 
NOTE:  
All Club flyers are in the 
weekly packet or respective 
Club pages on the website. 
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sign-out will be required inside the school building.  Click Here for flyer and 
to register.  DEADLINE is February 1st.  

Open to students in grades K-8 
Saturday, February 22, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 

For families with multiple children, the price for the first ticket is $20.  The 
cost for each additional sibling is $15.  
T-shirts are available in Youth and Adult sizes.  Please indicate “ADULT” 
and size needed on your form.  
 
Any questions, please contact Lisa Spinellio at 
spinellop1@stbenedictnj.org 
 

SPORTS 
 

 
Come support our SBS Boys and Girls Basketball teams!  League site: 
https://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=nmbbl 
 
SPRING REGISTRATION & FALL SOCCER REGISTRATION 2020!!!  
Please do NOT forget to register for Spring Sports & very important Soccer 
Fall 2020.  The Soccer league "MCISSL" reached out to me to assure our 
commitment to playing in the new league and with all that happened last 
year, we would be devastated not to have teams.  That means I need the 
parents to sign up the students now!  One of the reasons I am looking 
forward to this league is their organization is very efficient!  We should be 
set all before you leave for summer break, upon return teams can start 
practicing, we will have a schedule, etc.  If tryouts are needed, I will be in 
touch before break, we will be in touch.   
 
NOTE: I noticed the registration for soccer was mistakenly not broken out 
to girls and boys separate registrations, please do not worry about that, 
register and I will break out the two teams. 
 
Track & Field, small number registered so far, keep them coming! 
 
Baseball, it’s on its way but definitely need more registrations!  Both JV and 
Varsity Softball, we only have one registered and one tentative, so please 
register soon! 
 
Still in need of a Boys Soccer Coach, JV Baseball Coaches and Track/Field 
Ass't Coaches! 
 
Just hit the link below and register today! 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SpringSportsRegistration   
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I would like to stick with my deadline of 2/7 if possible. 
 
Thanks in advance and GO REBELS!!! 
 
Trish Hillers, Athletic Director at athletics@stbenedictnj.org 

Reminders
 

● CALENDAR -  is located on the website in the main navigation tab titled “Calendar” or bookmark 
the page here: https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1 

● SCHOOL FACEBOOK - Facebook page for St. Benedict School is: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/ 

● AMAZON WISH LIST REMINDER 
Our Amazon teacher wish list is up on Amazon Smile!  Please check it out and help our teachers 
stock up for the new school year!  Click link below: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share 

Weekly Packet 
 

Please see the link below to access all of the newsletter attachments for the week. 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi 
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